The 2009 ARPCT Conference is near. On May [4] [5] [6] [7] 2009 , ARPCT members will have the opportunity to rub shoulders with learning industry experts at the SkillSoft Perspectives Conference at the Hilton Palmer House in Chicago, Illinois. ARPCT members usually pay a discounted $200 registration fee which includes a cocktail reception, three breakfasts, two lunches, refreshment breaks, an awesome awards dinner, and a special event. This year, however, SkillSoft has waived all registration fees for those who stay at the conference hotel. SkillSoft writes, "In light of the current economic environment, we'd like you to attend Perspectives but recognize the burdensome cost of the Palmer House room rates. In order to subsidize the cost of the hotel rooms, this year's conference fee is being waived for those attendees staying at the Palmer House hotel." Now the conference is an even greater value! The SkillSoft portion of the conference will feature keynote speaker: Jay Conger, author of The Practice of Leadership and prolific writer on management and leadership development; and a live event with Don Tapscott, author of the Growing Up Digital. You'll have many opportunities to network with other ARPCT members beginning with a fabulous opening reception which includes plenty of free food and drink. ARPCT activities will occur during the conference on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning and will include the ever-popular member sharing and presentation of awards. For many, the networking and sharing of ideas with other ARPCT members is the most important part of conference. 
ARPCT Chicago Conference Promises Learning and Fun
By: Janis Krohe 
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President's Message
It's time for the 2009 ARPCT/SkillSoft annual conference in Chicago! You should have received e-mail communication from me in March regarding the conference. We have now had four joint conferences with SkillSoft, each taking on its own flair based on the conference city. All four previous conferences have been in warm locales so this will be the first located in the north. I'm told that in Chicago this time of year the average high temperature is around 70° F, with lows around 50° F, so it should be an enjoyable time.
And there is late-breaking news regarding the conference. In an effort to make the conference more affordable during these tough economic times, SkillSoft is waiving the registration fee for those who stay at the conference hotel. So for ARPCT members, the deeply discounted conference registration of $200 is now FREE. It was a bargain at $200 and is now definitely an incredible value. I hope this news will help persuade you to join us for some learning and great fun. I can tell you I have developed some great friendships from all across North America because of ARPCT and there are great networking opportunities available. Everyone is always willing to share solutions to the challenges we all face. It should be remembered that these funds must be spent quickly and are only available for two years in most cases. States will probably look for projects that can be accomplished quickly and get the most results in terms of new employment and job creation. Service providers should act quickly to work with state agencies, state legislatures, and state and local workforce boards to identify possible projects and programs they could help with, and may want to target some of their placement efforts to industries that will be targeted in the stimulus activities.
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Special thanks to Charlie Harles of I-NABIR for allowing ARPCT to use this article.
If you would like to contribute an article to an upcoming issue, please email Janis Krohe at janisk@cprf.org.
What's in the Stimulus Law for Persons with Disabilities
By: Charles Harles, Inter-National Association of Business, Industry, and Rehabilitation (I-NABIR), Executive Director
And the Winners Are….
By Janis Krohe
We 
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•Chicago is the third largest city in United States •Chicago houses three of the world's tallest buildings, Sears Tower, Amoco Building and John Hancock.
•Roller skates, steel frame skyscraper, elevated railway, cracker jacks, zipper, window envelope, hostess Twinkie, pinball game and spray paint were invented in Chicago.
•Chicago is home to the largest building in America (excluding the Pentagon), The Merchandise Mart, with 90 acres of floor space.
•Oceanarium, in Chicago, is the largest indoor marine mammal pavilion in the world.
•Contrary to popular belief, the Fire of 1871 burned less than one quarter of the area of the city.
•The airport baggage abbreviation for O'Hare International Airport, "ORD," derives from the location's earlier name, Orchard Place.
•Chicago's first major civil disturbance on April 21, 1855 was the Lager Beer Riot, a protest against the Sunday closing of taverns and saloons.
•In 1900, Chicago successfully completed a massive and highly innovative engineering project reversing the flow of the Chicago River so that it emptied into the Mississippi River instead of Lake Michigan.
•Each year, the Chicago River is dyed green to celebrate St. Patrick's Day.
•Four states are visible from the Sears Tower Skydeck (Indiana, Illinois, Michigan & Wisconsin).
•The first regulation baseballs and bats used by professional players were manufactured by Chicago entrepreneur (and former pitcher) Albert G. Spalding.
•The world's largest gum manufacturer, William Wrigley, Jr. Company, produces more than 20 million packages a day. It was also the first U.S. manufacturer to give its employees Saturdays and Sundays off of work. 
Chicago Fun Facts
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